CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

dren’s children’s children. The government
likewise has set up national parks, land re-
serves, pollution regulations, and created
protection for endangered species. A third
standard demanded by the people involves
that of education. Our government provides
public schooling for every child in this coun-
try, so that they may grow up with the
means to make bright futures for them-
selves.

Another area in which the American public
and their administration have used strong
ideals lies in the economy. We have always
fiercely believed in a free enterprise system.
The incentives of owning a private business
and making profit instigated millions of citi-
zens to work hard and develop the country.
In doing so, the United States started grow-
ing as a capitalist giant through mining,
farming, trade, industry, entertainment, and
building, to name a few. The money brought
in, new inventions, and immigrants eager to
try their own hand in business never let the
country look back.

The government did uphold and expand on
such values, but it was the American voices
behind them who presented these ideals and
their own customary, unwritten morals. As
already shown in the example on free enter-
prise, U.S. citizens have been zealous believ-
ers of hard work since the country’s forma-
tion. The Founding Fathers set up a govern-
ment and turned a loose group of states into
a nation. Pioneers opened up the West. Im-
migrants introduced their ideas and joined
the fight to advance America. Oil was found,
railroads were connected, the Wright broth-
ers flew the first airplane, women won the
right to vote, America met victories in both
World Wars, Dr. Jonas Salk found the polio
vaccine, man landed on the moon, computers
were invented, and we continue to speed
down the Information Superhighway to new
prospects on the horizon. The determination
and devoted labor of all Americans has
proved quite possible to be our greatest
strength.

Besides working hard, the policy of helping
others has long been a value which has made
America great. Whether it be a neighbor in
trouble like Mexico, a devastating earth-
quake in southern California, or the atro-
cious Oklahoma City bombing, Americans
have come to the rescue. The Red Cross, 911
Emergency Medical Services, police depart-
ments, fire stations, and a multitude of
other volunteer organizations come forth in
times of need. We care about our brothers
and sisters. U.S. citizens give money, volun-
teer time and talent, spread hope, and even
donate their own blood and organs for each
other. In a country where Good Samaritans
live, good things are bound to happen.

Thus, by supporting the ethics of the Con-
stitution and the values of hard work and
love, the American people and their govern-
ment have made our country the inter-
national force it is today. We value our free-
doms and friends as much as hard work and
free enterprise. We value education, the en-
vironment, and a peaceful world. We value
all of these because we value the future of
America. As the 21st century arrives, we
shall accomplish new feats and set new goals
and continue to make our great country
even better.

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES
EDUCATION ACT OF 1996

SPEECH OF

HON. HELEN CHENOWETH

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 10, 1996

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise in support of H.R. 3268, the IDEA Im-
provement Act of 1996. | have kept very close
watch on this very important legislation be-
cause my personal concerns and the concerns
of the countless idahoans who have contacted
me with their deep interest in the need for
IDEA. | am very pleased to see that the bill
before us reflects a balanced approach that |
am proud to support. The legislation gives
proper consideration to both the needs of the
individual children and the needs of public
schools that educate our children.

This bill takes major steps to improve IDEA.
It provides new flexibility to parents. Parents
will now have a well defined roll in the place-
ment team as well as the learning plan team.
This enhancement of the parents’ roll gives
them better access to school records and of-
fers mediation services to resolve disputes be-
fore court costs begin running up.

Another important step this bill takes is the
assistance it provides to school principals with
additional flexibility to the schools. This legisla-
tion provides for increased local funding, sim-
plified accounting, and fewer paperwork and
procedural requirements. Most importantly this
legislation creates safer schools for all stu-
dents, disabled and non-disabled, and for
teachers. This is accomplished by expanding
opportunities for teacher training, ensuring the
inclusion of appropriate supportive aids and
services in the child’s educational program;
and enabling principals to quickly remove vio-
lent students and those who bring weapons or
drugs to school from their current classrooms.

Don’t take my word for it, listen to the com-
ments | have received from the following
groups.

The American Federation of Teachers wrote
me:

The teachers are put in the best possible
position to meet the needs of their students.

Idaho School Boards Association President-
Elect, Vern Newby, wrote:

The re-authorization, as proposed, is a step
in the right direction. The primary consider-
ation is that local School Boards do what is
best for all the kids.

Idaho Parents Unlimited Executive Director,
Debra Johnson wrote:

We support H.R. 3268 and we appreciate
your support of it as well. From the very be-
ginning we have both agreed that maintain-
ing a strong federal law that guarantees sup-
ports for students with disabilities is not
only in Idaho’s interest, it is in the nations
best interest.

This legislation truly addresses the concerns
that | have communicated to the Economic
and Educational Opportunities Committee, and
for that all of the committee members have my
heartfelt thanks. | would especially like to
thank Chairman GOODLING and Chairman
CUNNINGHAM for their very good, hard work
that made for a strong bill that | am proud to
support.

| urge all of my colleagues from both sides
of the aisle to join me in support for this great-
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ly needed reform and re-authorization of IDEA.
By voting “yes” we ensure that all children will
have proper opportunities to excel in a stable
learning environment.

REFORMING GOVERNMENT
HON. LEE H. HAMILTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 1996

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
June 12, 1996, into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

MAKING GOVERNMENT WORK FOR HOOSIERS

Hoosiers often tell me how they feel shut
out from the political process. They say that
Washington does not listen to them, and is
more responsive to special interests than to
their own concerns. Many have concluded
that government either makes things worse
or is incapable of making them better.

It has always been true that people in this
country have been skeptical of power, and
our system of government, with its checks
and balances, reflects that view. Our citizens
have long cherished the right to strongly
criticize their leaders, and that attitude can
be a healthy one.

But public cynicism today is severe, in-
tense, and stronger than it once was. A top
priority for elected officials must be to re-
store confidence in government. People want
to see that the government is on their side,
working to help not hurt them.

A key element of any reform program
must be to make government more respon-
sive to the needs and concerns of its citizens.
That means opening up the political process,
reducing the role of special interests, and
making elected officials more accountable.
Congress, with my support, has taken steps
to these ends, but more needs to be done.

MAKING VOTING EASIER

Congress, with my support, approved a law
in 1993 to ease voter registration procedures,
and the results have been encouraging. Since
the law went into effect in 1995, almost 10
million more Americans registered to vote,
including about 500,000 Hoosiers.

BANNING GIFTS

The House, with my support, passed a bill
last year to ban all gifts to Members, with
limited exceptions for close family and
friends. There is simply no reason to take
valuable gifts, meals or vacations from lob-
byists.

STRENGTHENING LOBBYING RESTRICTIONS

I voted for a tough lobbying reform law
last year that requires paid lobbyists to dis-
close who pays them, whom they lobby, what
issues they lobby for, and how much they are
paid to influence the government. This
should help make the system more open and
accountable.

APPLYING WORKPLACE LAWS TO CONGRESS

Last January Congress passed a law to
apply private sector laws to Congress. This
law was based on a recommendation of the
Joint Committee on the Organization of Con-
gress, which I co-chaired. The legislation ap-
plies key workplace laws to Congress, includ-
ing overtime, workplace safety and anti-dis-
crimination rules.

REFORMING CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS

The House leadership has pledged to take
up campaign finance reform this July. I re-
gret it has taken the leadership so long to
bring this priority item to the floor. My view
is that genuine reform must include the fol-
lowing elements.
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First, the importance of political action
committees (PACs) should be reduced. We
should cap total PAC contributions to a can-
didate and reduce the limit on contributions
from a single PAC.

Second, Members of Congress should be
prohibited from running ‘‘leadership PACSs,”
which a few Members, including leaders in
both parties, use to gain power and influence
over other Members for their own personal
agenda.

Third, Congress should limit the flow of
“soft money” and ‘‘independent’ spending
into political campaigns. Such spending,
which is made by or on behalf of corpora-
tions, wealthy individuals, and other organi-
zations, falls outside normal federal cam-
paign finance restrictions, and has been
abused by both parties in recent years.

Fourth, reforms should emphasize the im-
portance of grassroots political fundraising
over big-ticket donors. The number of large
contributions should be capped.

Fifth, Congress should examine ways to en-
courage voluntary campaign spending limits,
such as providing reduced-cost television and
radio time to candidates who abide by the
limits.

Sixth, Congress must give more authority
and support to the Federal Election Commis-
sion to crack down on election law viola-
tions.

FREEZING CONGRESSIONAL SALARIES

I have consistently voted against congres-
sional pay raises during my time in Con-
gress, including the most recent increase in
1989; and for the last several years, have sup-
ported the freeze on Members’ salaries.

CUTTING CONGRESSIONAL PENSIONS

The House will likely consider proposals
this summer to reduce congressional pension
benefits, and ban pensions to Members con-
victed of crimes. Possible reforms include in-
creasing Members’ personal contributions
and capping total pension benefits. I voted
last year to reduce congressional pensions.

LIMITING THE CONGRESSIONAL FRANK

Since 1992, with my support, the House has
cut its mailing budget by more than 70%,
banned mass mailings within 90 days of an
election, and required all mass mailings to
be approved by a bipartisan franking com-
mission to ensure they are substantive and
non-partisan.

REFORMING ETHICS PROCESS

I have introduced a bill to create an out-
side panel to investigate charges of mis-con-
duct against Members. The Ethics Com-
mittee has increasingly been unable to fully
and fairly investigate, prosecute and judge
ethics complaints against fellow Members.

REGULARIZING REFORM

In early 1995 the House, with my support,
approved several internal House reforms, in-
cluding proposals to eliminate three com-
mittees and cut committee staff by one-
third. I have introduced a bill to regularize
this type of reform effort by having Congress
take up reform proposals every two years,
rather than do one-shot, omnibus packages
every twenty or thirty years.

CONCLUSION

No issue is more important than the res-
toration of the confidence of Americans in
their government. Americans will forgive
government’s honest failings if they believe
that it cares about their needs and is trying
to do a better job. Members of Congress have
an obligation to earn the public’s respect and
trust. Congress has taken some important
steps, but other, broader reforms are nec-
essary if Congress is to be the truly rep-
resentative body the people deserve and the
nation’s founders intended.
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FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
1997

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 11, 1996

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3540) making ap-
propriations for foreign operations, export fi-
nancing, and related programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1997, and for other
purposes:

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chairman, |
rise in support of the amendment, which would
prohibit IMET—foreign assistance for military
education and training—to the Government of
Indonesia.

For over 20 years, international human
rights advocates have been calling attention to
abuses by the Indonesian Government in its
occupation of East Timor. There is evidence
that United States military assistance has
helped to further the atrocities in East Timor.

Indonesia’s armed forces invaded East
Timor in 1975, only weeks after East Timor
had attained independence from Portugal.
Since then, the Indonesian army has carried
out a campaign of what amounts to ethnic
cleansing against the Timorese through a pro-
gram of forced migration. Persecution has
been particularly harsh against the Christian
majority.

More than 200,000 Timorese—out of a total
population of 700,000—have been killed di-
rectly or by starvation in forced migrations
from their villages since the Indonesian inva-
sion.

There are recent reports of a renewed cam-
paign of repression of Catholics in East Timor.
These reports include atrocities such as the
smashing of statutes of the Virgin Mary. The
campaign has also been directed personally
against the Catholic Bishop of Dili, Bishop
Belo. His phones are tapped, his fax machine
is monitored, his visitors are watched, and his
freedom of movement is restricted. But Bishop
Belo persists in his courageous efforts to de-
fend justice, peace, and the preservation of
the dignity of his people. Recently, he has set
up a church commission to monitor human
rights abuses, and a radio station to dissemi-
nate information and news.

Mr. Speaker, the people of East Timor com-
prise a sovereign nation. They differ from most
Indonesians in language, religion, ethnicity,
history, and culture. They are entitled to inde-
pendence and freedom. And in the meantime,
they are entitled to fundamental human rights
including the freedom of religion.

Supporters of expanded IMET for Indonesia
argue that since one of the purposes of such
aid is to educate the military about human
rights, we should provide such aid no matter
what they do. But this presumes a willingness
on the part of the government to change its
dismal record. In the absence of such willing-
ness, the only real effect of expanded IMET is
to send a signal to the world that our dis-
approval of the Indonesian military—which we
expressed after the 1991 massacre by cutting
off all IMET—has softened. This is the wrong
signal at the wrong time. We must not put our
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stamp of approval on a regime that massacres
children in churchyards and then remains defi-
ant.

| urge a “yes” vote on the amendment.

TRIBUTE TO MAJ. SCOTT BURAN
HON. JACK REED

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 1996

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize an exceptional officer of the U.S. Ma-
rines in Maj. Scott Buran. This week, Major
Buran completes a highly successful tour as
the Marine Corps’ assistant liaison officer to
this body over the past 4 years. It is truly a
pleasure for me to recognize a few of his
many outstanding achievements.

A native of Vestal, NY, Major Buran became
dedicated to the service of this country by fol-
lowing the fine example of his father, Lt. Col.
Frank Buran. A retired Marine officer with his
own impressive achievements, the elder Buran
led marines during the amphibious assault on
lwo Jima during World War Il and later during
the Korean war. Following in his father’s foot-
steps, Major Buran was commissioned in the
Marine Corps on May 15, 1982, upon his
graduation from the State University of New
York via the Platoon Leaders Course Pro-
gram.

Upon completion of The Basic School in
Quantico, VA, Second Lieutenant Buran at-
tended the Artillery Officer Basic Course at
Fort Sill, OK, before reporting for duty with the
First Battalion, Eleventh Marines at Camp
Pendleton, CA, in August 1983. With 1/11, he
served successively as a forward observer,
adjutant, and battery executive officer.

In July 1985, First Lieutenant Buran joined
Marine Barracks Subic Bay, Republic of the
Philippines, for duty as a platoon commander
and guard officer. Completing a successful 14
months in the Philippines, he returned state-
side in the winter of 1986 for his new assign-
ment at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San
Diego, CA. Here, newly promoted Captain
Buran contributed immeasurably to the proc-
ess of making marines while serving succes-
sively as a platoon, series, and company com-
mander, and finally as the S-3 training officer.

After a 6-month return to school at Fort Sill
for the artillery officers advanced course, Cap-
tain Buran returned to the Fleet Marine Force
in November 1989. Just 4 months later, he de-
ployed with 3rd Battalion, 10th Marines as an
artillery battery commander for duty in Oper-
ations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. Serv-
ing with distinction, Captain Buran participated
in the liberation of Kuwait City.

Captain Buran arrived at the Capitol in Au-
gust 1992 for duty as the Marine Corps assist-
ant congressional liaison officer. Soon there-
after, he was advanced to the grade of major.
In this capacity he has been instrumental in
providing Congress with a working knowledge
of the Marine Corps. Most importantly, Mr.
Speaker, Maj. Scott Buran has come to epito-
mize those qualities that we as a nation have
come to expect from our marines—impeccable
integrity, moral character, and absolute profes-
sionalism.

| had the privilege of traveling with Major
Buran to Somalia and to the former Yugo-
slavia. His superb professionalism, mature
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